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Reference Is made to my ciemoramla of July 29, 1975, and October 
1, It 75, captioned as above, which advised you of the results of this 
Bureau's Inquiry concerning an allegnf Ion that Lee Jiarvey Oswald had 
vljlted the FBI office In Dallas sometime prior to the assassination of 
Piesldent Kennedy for the purpose of taUlng to Special Agent (SA) James 
P. 1 osty, Jr. In the absence of Mr. iiosty, Oswald allegedly left a 
note which was threatening in nature. This visit and nute were not reported 
following the assassination of I resident Kennedy by Oswald. 
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) ^ SA liosty, on November 14. 1975, furnished a sworn statement 

(attached) to SAC Williams In which he advised as follows:, 8 rJ Q V j*. 1975 
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Upon his return to the Dallas Office following this testimony he had f T 

occasion to look In volume I of the Oswald file and noted that both copies of 
the air tel were then the top serial in this volume, l.'e observed that his %*'??■ 



name had been crossed out and former Assistant Special Agent In Charge 
(AS AC) Kyle Clark had written his, Clark's, name below Hosty'a name 
and Initialed the airtel for filing. Eo concludes that from the afternoon of 
November 22, 1863, until sometime In Jfay, 1964, former ASAC Clark " 
had retained the serial in his possession; however, felt that this world be 
proper in view of the fact the caso was reassigned to Clark shortly after v . 
the assassination. • ■ - 
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He stated he had not provioualy furnished tills Information • , 

concerning this particular alrtel and its contents because It did not appear >• 
to be pertinent to. previous Inquiries until It became apparent that the Souse 
Committee might reopen the enllre Oswald case. ^ 

Upon being advised of tho contents o! SA Hosty’s sworn statement, 
t] io t;AC of the Dallas Office was instructed to review pertinent files in his 
office. It was determined that tho Y achlngton Field Office airtel to the 
Director, two copies to Dallas, dated November 19, 1903, is serial 57 In 
the Oswald file (Xerox copy attached). A review of tills serial determined . 
that SA Hosty’s name la crossed out In the block stamp but Is initialed for 
fj.Hn** by an Individual using the Initial "il. M former ABAC Clark’s name 
does not appear on this serial, end II Is believed highly probable that the 
Initial "ii" In this block stamp Is that of Supervisor Howe. This determination 
l.i based on the following information contidned in the Dallas flies: 

Serial 50 of the Oswald file is a copy of an clrtel with two enclosures . 
which the New Orleans Office sent to tiro Bureau, wiib copies to Dallas, dated 
October 24, 1003 (Xerox copies of this sorlai and the two enclosures, serials 
4? nni 48, attached). On serial 50 there appears the following handwritten 
notation: "48 - 49 - 50 c/o to ,II'H 10/28/63. Obtained from his box and 
Initialed into file to complete file following 1J/2P/63 II." The Interpretation 
<1 Ibis written notation is as follows; 

These three serials were charged out to SA tosty on October 28, 1863, 
auJ apparently were still in hls workljox the date of, or shortly after, the 
ns ; agination and initialed Into the case file by Supervisor Kowe in order 
io huve continuity of an extremely fact -moving case. It IS also noted that 
SA Hosty’s name Is crossed off on all throe of these serials and apparently 
initialed into the file by Supervisor bo wo. Vhlle no such written notation 
appears on the above-mentioned aerial 51, it Is logical to assume that the 
game action was taken on this serial bi order to get all pertinent material 
Into the Oswald case file. The SAC, Dallas, In furnishing this Information, 
advised that the "il" appearing in these block stamps is not identical to 
the "ii" which SA Hosty U3ed when Initialing mail for file. 

The SAC, Dallas, has also advised that the Oswald Hie has beess • 
"utrlnped” which means that duplicate copied of various serials In the file 
have been destroyed. This is standard operating procedure in our Chief 
r Clerk's Offices In order to conserve space, and when a file Is being stripped 




V- 




x : 



•>Vv 



e. - 



71>c Attorney General 

and there are duplicate serials available, the action copy Is retained In 
tin tile. It can only be assumed that the second copy of the alrtel In * 
question has been destroyed since U wan not located In any other logical 
file In the Dallas Office, such as the file oa Marina Oswald or the 
assassination file Itself. However, under normal opsntling procedures, • 
when two copies of a communication are received In an office, both copies 
are block stamped; one Is Initialed by the supervisor for filing, known as 
the file copy, and the other copy Is routed to the Agent who has the case 
assigned to him, known as the action copy. We know in this instance that 
tbo notion copy has been kept since Indexing Is done from this copy and the 
one In file shows indexing of a name mentioned In the communication. - -• • 
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While the Chief Clerk In Dallas could not be ))C8itlve, U is her pV 

definite opinion that after the stripping occurred, the various volumes were 
consolidated In order to save space. It lias boen determined that volume I 
of the Oswald file ndw contains 174 serials, thus placing serial 57 in the H. 
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J i conclusion, SA liosty stated that filler reviewing copies of the 
^bovo -refcrred-to serials, It appears that soxlals 4C, '19 and 50 were placed 
’ in the fll© as the note Indicated, to bring the /lie up- to date. He states It . 

Is possible serial 57 was handled In the same manner; however, he still has 
doubts this was true with serial 57 because he was uanhle to locate cither 
•copy In the file and because of the statement made by Mr. Belmont that he 
was not to see this alrteL . v - • ;, % 
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